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peculiarity of the Germans that with them the question, ' What is Ger- 
man ? ' is never answered." The second chapter treats of the establish- 
ment of mediaeval church socialism by the influence of Augustine, and 
the early experiences arising from its diffusion in Germany. The 
author's position that Augustine was the forerunner of Karl Marx will 
attract attention. 

The third chapter discusses the economic activity of the Irish, and of 
the Irish monasteries among the Germans. His thought in the chapter 
is a passage from Goethe : "For a nation only that is good which has 
arisen out of its own nature and its own needs." 

The fourth chapter is on the missionary movements and the church 
organization of England on German territory. The thought of the 
chapter is again expressed by Goethe: "The church is in eternal con- 
flict with the state over which it raises itself, and so then with individ- 
uals all of whom it wills to gather to itself." 

The book will be useful to historians, economists, sociologists, and 
theologians, all of whom really have so large a common ground. 

This work of Sommerlad was immediately attacked in a most vigor- 
ous and thoroughgoing manner in the Deutsche Litter aturzeitung of 
June 9, 1900, by Professor Ulrich Stutz. He claimed that in the light 
of the most recent historico-legal criticism the views in the book were 
scientifically unsound. He assailed the work in general and in particu- 
lar. 

Sommerlad forthwith replied in an elaborate and spirited pamphlet 
of eighty-three pages. He followed the criticisms of Stutz one by one, 
and at the end of his elaborate and learned reply maintained the posi- 
tions that he had taken in his book. 

He concludes by supposing that Herr Stutz will continue furiously 
to throw stones at him, but declares that, so far as he himself is con- 
cerned, this rejoinder is the end of it. 

This pamphlet is a valuable supplement to the volume. 

J. W. Moncrief. 
The University of Chicago. 

ESSAI SUR LE MYSTICISME SPECULATIF EN ALLEMAGNE AU QUA- 

torzieme siecle. Par H. Delacroix. Paris: Alcan, 1900. 
Pp. xvi + 287. Fr. 5. 

Two-thirds of this volume is devoted to Meister Eckart. The 
remaining portion is of the nature of an introduction, and gives an 
account of the philosophy of Erigena and the teachings of Amaury de 
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Bena, the Brethren of the Free Spirit, and the Beghards. He who is 
looking for a critical investigation of the writings of " the greatest of 
all speculative Mystics," and the facts of his career, will not find it 
here. Eckart seems to be awaiting some Sabatier to do for him what 
has been done by the keen and cultured French scholar for St. Fran- 
cis. The fifty-five sermons which were accessible when Martensen 
wrote his monograph, Meister Eckart, in 1842, grew by Pfeiffer's dis- 
coveries, made known in 1857, to one hundred and ten. Pfeiffer also 
published tracts and fragments before unknown. Of the other students 
in this department Denifle has done most, who in 1880 published some 
of Eckart's Latin writings, the only Latin works by him known to the 
modern world up to that time. It is quite probable that there lie hid- 
den in manuscript some of those other Latin writings of which Nicho- 
las de Cusa and Trittenheim give us lists. The possible discovery of 
these lost writings and the critical sifting of the writings we have open 
a fine field for the scent and the careful judgment of the historical 
investigator. 

What the author has proposed to himself in this volume is an 
exposition of Eckart's philosophy. This work he has done well. The 
analysis is clear and the leading principles are set forth with precision. 
Mysticism, in the author's judgment, is not a misty cloudland of spirit- 
ual dreamings. Its territory, to him, is solid ground. The system 
formulated upon the basis of intuition, which is the prime seat of the 
Mystic's authority, may be as exact as the systems formulated upon the 
basis of revelation or dogma. 

Delacroix is right in refusing to follow Denifle when the latter rep- 
resents Eckart as above all a Schoolman and as having derived 
whatever is good in his speculations from Thomas Aquinas. The 
Thuringian Mystic was a Dominican and shared the high regard of 
his age for his brilliant Dominican predecessor, but they differ in some 
radical particulars. Thomas makes a sharp distinction between the 
being of God and the being of created things. Eckart's primary affir- 
mation is that the being of God and the being of his creatures are the 
same. Thomas is deeply concerned with the eternal process of the 
Trinity ; Eckart, with the divine immanence in the soul, where the Son 
of God is being continually begotten in a way corresponding to his 
eternal begetment. Thomas and the Schoolmen were bent on vindi- 
cating dogma ; Eckart and the German Mystics, on expounding the 
Christian life. The former were concerned with showing the reason- 
ableness of the authority of the church and revelation ; the latter, with 
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setting forth the elements of the soul's communion with God. The 
former magnified the sacraments as sanctifying the soul ; the latter mag- 
nified the soul as sanctifying the sacraments and expressing itself in 
practical activities. Some of the twenty-six propositions taken from 
Eckart's writings and condemned concern fundamental judgments, and 
could not have been affirmed by him if he had been a mere imitator of 
the angelic doctor. 

On the other hand, our author emphasizes unduly Eckart's indebted- 
ness to Neoplatonism as interpreted by Pseudo-Dionysius and Erigena. 
He finds his " system impregnated with the thoughts of Dionysius," 
and that "in all essential points he is in accord with Plotinus and Proc- 
lus." It is sufficient here to say that concerning the heavenly hierarchies, 
so prominent in Dionysius, the ladder on which the divine descends upon 
the soul and ascends from it, Eckart's writings are silent. He also 
differs from his predecessors in ignoring the mystical stages by which 
the soul makes its ascent to the pure vision of God, and substitutes 
the immediate upreach of the soul through self-separation from the 
world, the Geschiedenheit of which he speaks so often. 

The author's purpose to present an analysis from the philosophical 
aspect explains his failure to expound the relation which Eckart sus- 
tains to the earlier mediseval Mystics, Bernard and the Victorines. He, 
however, promises in a second volume, which is to take up Tauler and 
the later German Mystics, to discuss Eckart's relation to Luther. It is 
noticeable that in the long list of authorities which Delacroix cites 
not a single English work is included. In fact, there has been no work 
on Mysticism in English except Vaughan until Inge gave us his appre- 
ciative study. 

David S. Schaff. 

Lane Seminary, 

Cincinnati, O. 



Die Verheissung der Eucharistie (Joh. VI) bei den Vatern 
Historisch-kritisch dargestellt. Von Valentin Schmitt. I : 
Grundlegung und patristische Literatur bis Constantin, ein- 
schliesslich der Alexandrinischen Schule. Wurzburg: 
Gobel, 1900. Pp. 121. M. 2. 
This work is printed as the more important half of a treatise on the 
prize-theme " A Historico-Critical Presentation of the Patristic Exege- 
sis of John 6: 25-60." The title of the work, "The Promise of the 
Eucharist," anticipating the conclusion reached, hints at a method 



